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NATO's new leader expected 
to be another warmonger 
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On May 27, it was confirmed that NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg would retire in September, after nine years in office. 
Although the reaction of many will be “good riddance’, his 
departure offers little hope of an early end to the Ukraine conflict, 
now in its 16th month. While he was never little more than a 
Washington puppet, he is a Cold War throwback in his own right, 
and his legacy is one of heightened global tension. 
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By using his position to diminish Russia, Stoltenberg contributed to 
the outbreak of hostilities in Ukraine, and his only vision now is for 
ongoing conflict, a world away from NATO’s original objectives. 
Whereas the alliance was founded in 1949 on the lofty ideals of 
collective security in the North Atlantic Area, it morphed, after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, into a US foreign policy 
instrument. 


It is now even seeking, at Washington’s insistence, to expand its 
operations into the Far East (with Stoltenberg courting both Japan 
and South Korea), thereby also incensing China. 


Whereas apparatchiks like Stoltenberg are only too happy to do 
Washington’s bidding, he relishes nothing more (as a small-town 
politician) than his periodic visits to the White House. On his latest 
visit, on June 13, President Joe Biden spelled out for him the US 


plans for next month’s NATO summit in Vilnius, Lithuania, and he 
duly fell into line. 


Having obsequiously thanked Biden for his leadership and the US 
commitment to NATO, Stoltenberg said the alliance had provided 
“tens of billions of dollars” in military, financial and humanitarian 
support to Ukraine, and that it would “step up” that support “for the 
long haul”. He may be retiring shortly, but he clearly wants to be 
remembered, not as a man of peace, but as “the warmonger’s 
warmonger”. 


